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SUBJECT: UGANDA: MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT AMIN 

1 . AMBASSADOR ELLERKMANN HAS REPORTED THAT HE WAS 
CALLED TO THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AT 1600, 

MARCH 14 (KAMPALA TIME). HE WAS RECEIVED BY THE MIN- 
ISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, LTC JUMA ORIS, WHO ASKED HIM 
TO PASS THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT AMIN TO 
THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT. 

"THAT NOTHING WOULD HAPPEN TO ANY AMERICAN OR 
BRITISH IN UGANDA. ON THE CONTRARY, AMERICANS AND 
BRITISH WERE WELCOME IN UGANDA BECAUSE THEY GIVE VAL- 
UABLE ASSISTANCE, SUCH AS THE PILOTS FLYING THE BOEING 
707 AND C-130, ALSO AS DOCTORS, NURSES, TEACHERS, ETC. 

UGANDA NEEDED THEIR SKILLS. 

THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE SHOULD NOT BE ALARMED 
BY RECENT NEWS. THE MEANING OF THE RADIO ANNOUNCEMENT 
WAS THAT THERE WERE A FEW AMERICANS AND BRITISH IN THE 
COUNTRY WHO PASSED FALSE INFORMATION ABOUT UGANDA OUT 
OF THE COUNTRY. BUT ALSO TO THESE PEOPLE NOTHING WOULD 
HAPPEN. IF THERE WAS ANY PROOF THAT AN INDIVIDUAL 
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AMERICAN OR BRITISH WAS ENGAGED IN SUBVERSIVE 
ACTIVITIES' HE WOULD BE ASKED TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY 
QUIETLY BUT NO SUCH CASE WAS IMMINENT AND 
THERE WAS CERTAINLY NO ACTION PLANNED. 

THAT ANY AMERICAN OR BRITISH WHO WANTED TO COULD 
LEAVE UGANDA ANY TIME." 
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2. AMBASSADOR ELLERKMANN REPORTED FURTHER THAT THE 
MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS THEN THANKED HIM FOR HIS 
SERVICES DURING THE LAST CRISIS WITH AMERICA AND THE 
WAY THE MATTER WAS HANDLED BY THE GERMAN EMBASSY. 

3. THE MINISTER ADDED THAT UGANDA WANTED GOOD RELATIONS 
WITH AMERICANS, BUT HE DID NOT GO FURTHER TO 

SUGGEST REOPENING OF THE AMERICAN EMBASSY. ACCORDING 
TO ELLERKMANN, THE MINISTER WAS OUT OF UGANDA DURING 
THE CRISIS ATTENDING CONFERENCES IN LOME AND CAIRO. 

4. AMBASSADOR ELLERKMANN RECOMMENDS THAT, ALTHOUGH 
THE INFORMAL MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT AMIN TO THE U.S. 
GOVERNMENT SEEMS TO BE SUFFICIENT CLARIFICATION, THAT 
AN INFORMAL AND ORAL MESSAGE BE PASSED THROUGH 

THE SAME CHANNEL IN RETURN. THE AMBASSADOR RECOMMENDS 
THAT THE MESSAGE EITHER BE FROM PRESIDENT TO 
PRESIDENT OR FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO THE MINISTER 
FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

STOESSEL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CITIZEN PROTECTION, DIPLOMATIC COMMUNICATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 14-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977BONN04536 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770087-0298 
Format: TEL 
From: BONN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770364/aaaacedd.tel 

Line Count: 82 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: b88424b9-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 07-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3122430 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: UGANDA: MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT AMIN 
TAGS: PFOR, UG, US, GE, (AMIN DADA, IDI) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/b88424b9-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



